FIBER by Fresh Press: Growing, Renewing, and Improving the Campus Circular Economy

Response by SSC Land and Water Working Group:  September 17, 2017


The proposal as a whole is well written, but we would like a little more information about long-run sustainability of the business and production. The program is an innovative approach to reducing agriculture waste, redirecting it through a process that educates students, produces a useable product that reduces the demand for conventional paper products, and uses very little energy - potentially being carbon neutral. These are all features that made the original Fresh Press application(s) appealing to SSC. In general, these comments are to investigate whether FIBER and Fresh Press will eventually be self-sufficient and no longer require additional SSC monies. 

1) What is the current and projected inventory and production levels of Fresh Press? More specifically, is there currently excess stock, which is why you are hoping to generate more demand? If so, will you have enough supply to keep up with an increased demand? What is your estimated full operating capacity, and have you found any wholesalers/buyers who could sustain your production? What is currently done with the excess inventory? 
2) Is this, in your opinion, the best use of the agriculture waste (at any scale)? Would it not be better used in a compost environment? What is currently done with the leftover agriculture waste/fibers? 
3) SSC currently owns 12 bikes, could this be a substitute for the bike you have proposed to purchase in you grant? 
4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Is a third-party LCA the only viable option? Is there a department on campus who could produce a comparable evaluation? This could provide the added benefit of student involvement and education, if feasible, and could reduce the cost for the LCA. 
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