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Senator Richard Durbin (D-I1Il.) toured the Abbott Power Plant at the
University of lllinois on Jan. 15 for a briefing on Prairie Research Institute
(PRI) research to develop next-generation carbon capture technology.
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“We’'re living in an era of dramatic change,” Durbin said. “Ten years ago
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He praised the efforts at the
University for keeping the
more than 70-year-old plant
at the forefront of efficient and
effective technologies to
deliver both steam and electric
power to students and staff.
“It still serves the campus
today,” Durbin remarked. “The
good news is that over the
years there have been some
dramatic efforts to modernize
this plant and to make sure
that it not only meets the
standards but goes beyond,
and sets the standard for new
technology and new energy

development.”

“So it was good to see this first hand today — to be educated. | will tell
you that it came as an eye opener to me. The steam generation and how
important it is to the University of lllinois and also very important to
generate the kind of electricity that sustains a modern campus in the 21st
century.”

The project would put Abbott well beyond existing standards for emissions
control. Abbott’s current pollution control technology, consisting of a
combination of electrostatic precipitators and a flue gas desulfurization
unit (scrubber), remains the “best available control technology” for
removing pollutants from the byproducts of coal combustion.

The carbon capture research project also will look ahead to developing
new uses for waste carbon dioxide. The project seeks partners interested
in forming and building the overall “value chain” for captured CO2 —
including members/ suppliers to the coal and power industry, and current
and potential end-users of CO2. To learn more about the opportunity, call
+1 (630) 472-5016.
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