Batteries
From Suhail: 5/23/11
The primary location point should be the Union. It would be nice to have four or five more, perhaps at the libraries or ARC or a res. hall or two. Disposal costs tend to be about $1.50 / pound. One of my interns researched this program: Big Green Box http://www.biggreenbox.com/ which would be workable, but utilizing a local vendor might be significantly cheaper. The old student program at the Union collected 1600 pounds of batteries from April 2010 to Feb

2011 before it was suspended.

ISTC put together a battery recycling resource at:

http://uiuc.libguides.com/content.php?pid=196430&sid=1644814
Interstate batteries is one local vendor that could handle this; their local contact info is:

Interstate Batteries

Mark Martinez (manager)

2504 North Mattis Avenue

Champaign, IL 61822

(217) 355-4855

I have not had a chance to follow up with them yet, but could do so if that doesn't break any of our procurement rules :)
From Suhail 6/1/11:

The going rate for battery recycling is about $1 - $1.5 pound, inclusive of all costs. We're hoping to see a number better than $1 / pound. We anticipate producing 200 pounds of batteries a month, but could end up being twice that, once the amenity becomes better known.
They would be responsible for collecting them from a central location on campus - probably the Waste Transfer Station, probably once a month. If they want it to be shipped to them than note that, etc.
This is one of the national companies that does this: http://www.biggreenbox.com/catalog/index.php?cPath=1
I'm hoping that a local vendor can provide a better price point.
