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ALLEN HALL







Living Leaning Communities
LAR: Innovation and Sustainability

Allen: Unit One



RED OAK RAIN GARDEN



Allen Hall

Dorner Drive 
Retention Pond



Before 2006

Pooling on sidewalkk and Pooling on sidewalkk and a
grass and around oak tree



Faculty/Student Project
Spring, Summer, and Fall 2006 

Prof. Tony Endress’ NRES Classes



Fall 2007

Started out looking great with clean ted out looking great with c
rocks and vibrant plants



Spring 2017

Now, few original plants remain and ew original
rock is 

l plannal
s s silty

nts remaplan
tyty/muddy



Spring 2009

Good news: it still functions as a rain Good news: it still functions as a rain
garden collecting and infiltrating water



Spring 2017
MOU between Extension and F&S

Garden become community project for 
Champaign County Master Gardeners and 

East Central Illinois Master Naturalists 



Spring 2017

Volunteers began n wwweeding, and unteers begann www eding, aee
weeding, and weeding

Found bare spots in rock revealing landscape Found bare spots in rock revealing landscape
fabric maybe from winter snow removal



Summer 2017

Current condition



Original planting 
plan



90% of plants no longer remain



May 2017

London n Planetreee drops many Londonn lanetreePl e drops many d
sticks and the tile is nearly blocked



Spring 2008

Area prone to vandalism

Summer 2008



May 2017

Red Twig Dogwood is overgrown



February 2017

Pedestrian paths of desire formed



May 2017

Including one through the garden



Project goals:
• Comply with University rules and integrate into 

University aesthetics.
• Serve stakeholders (users).
• Provide environmental and horticultural 

education.

Design will:
• Preserve the existing trees and be predominantly 

native plants.
• Create a path through garden.
• Not depend on herbicide for weed control but 

will practice IPM (Integrated Pest Management).



Stakeholder input summary
IDENTITY: Define the space with signs.

PATHS: Build paths

ACADEMICS: Invite & collaborate with 
researchers (Engineering, LA, Bio, NRES)

PUBLIC EDUCATION: Conduct outreach via 
digital, brochure, public events

NATURE INTERPRETED: Want middle of 
formal-wild and want multi-season interest







Path of desire (even in winter)



Academics
CEE
LA

RED BISON
LAR/ALLEN HALL
EXTENSION
F&S
IWRC

Public Education









DORNER DRIVE RETENTION POND



LINCOLN AVE 
RESIDENCE 
HALL (LAR)ALLEN HALL

RED OAK RAIN GARDEN

DORNER DRIVE
RETENTION POND



LOW MOW ZONE



TThank you!


