
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

University of Illinois finalizes Solar Farm agreements – 
construction to start this spring 

CHAMPAIGN, IL (January 20, 2015) – Construction of a 5.87 megawatt (MW) Solar 
Farm on campus will begin in Spring 2015 after university and state officials 
approved power purchase and land lease agreements with Phoenix Solar South 
Farms, LLC. 

Once installed, the Solar Farm will be one of the largest on-site university arrays in 
the country, according to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency statistics, producing 
7.86 million kilowatt-hours per year, or approximately two percent of the electrical 
demand for the Urbana campus in fiscal year 2015.  

Facilities & Services Executive Director Al Stratman said, “We are very pleased to see 
this long awaited agreement completed and signed, so the installation can begin. 
This unique and challenging project was only made possible through the dedication 
of many people working together and focused on achieving our renewable energy 
goals.” 

In 2008, the chancellor signed the American College and University Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment, pledging to be carbon neutral by 2050.  As a part of this 
commitment, specific goals for energy conservation and renewable energy were 
outlined in the 2010 Illinois Climate Action Plan.  The Solar Farm will contribute 
toward the renewable energy used on campus for at least twenty years. 

"The Solar Farm represents the success of numerous efforts, including those made 
by the many hard-working students committed to advancing renewable energy and 
environmental sustainability,” said Amy Liu, chair of the Student Sustainability 
Committee. “Its construction will be a historic project and a source of great pride for 
campus."  

Established in California in 2010 as the U.S. subsidiary of Phoenix Solar AG, Phoenix 
Solar Inc. (www.phoenixsolar.us) is a leader in the design, construction, operation 
and maintenance of solar photovoltaic power plants in North America.  Phoenix Solar 
Inc. will be the contractor for the Solar Farm installation and operation. 

Dr. Murray Cameron, CEO & President of Phoenix Solar Inc. said, “We are proud to 
support the university’s efforts to achieve their renewable energy goals and applaud 
Illinois for being a leader in sustainability amongst higher education institutions.” 

The 20.8 acre solar farm, to be located along the south side of Windsor Road 
between First Street and the railroad tracks, was first approved by the University of 
Illinois Board of Trustees in November 2012. 
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About Facilities & Services  
Facilities & Services (F&S), at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,  
provides all physical plant, operational, and essential services for sustaining an 
environment that fosters the research, teaching, and public engagement activities. 
F&S supports the university’s education, research, and outreach missions by 
improving the physical condition of the facilities and grounds, implementing energy 
conservation initiatives, and increasing customer satisfaction by providing quality 
services in a responsive, reliable, and customer-focused manner.  Follow F&S on 
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. 
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Department Contact: 
Ms. Morgan Johnston 
Director of Sustainability 
Facilities & Services 
1501 S. Oak Street 
Champaign, IL 61820  
Phone: 217-333-2668  
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Phoenix Solar Contact: 
Simon Decker 
Business Development Manager 
Phoenix Solar 
2603 Camino Ramon, Suite 215 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
Phone: 925-309-9163 
Email: s.decker@phoenixsolar.us 
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