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Guiding Vision 

The campus landscape plan should develop a sense of pride with native ecosystems of Illinois, the Prairie State, that fosters both an awareness of prairie vegetation and an understanding of the ecological processes that led to its development.  The campus landscape should project a patchwork of native plants that collectively represent a vignette of the natural heritage of the Illinois Grand Prairie.  The experience of a walk through campus should engage the university community to appreciate its locality in east-central Illinois.  Along with its capacity to beautify, educate, and inspire, an additional benefit will be decreased maintenance requirements that render a more sustainable campus in the long-run.  The guiding principles include: 

1. Places should provide significant opportunities to experience East Central Illinois native plants, their life cycles, and their functioning in their ecosystem.

2. The campus landscape should encourage pedestrian and bicycling as a mode of transportation to produce and protect natural quiet and enhance a positive sense of place.

3. Places should reveal relationships between environments and people, and in doing so, provide opportunities to learn about ecosystem functions and human impact on natural environments.

4. Places, ranging from small to large scale, should be enhanced and developed that compel visitors to relax and enjoy the campus landscape.

5. Places should be maintained and developed that appreciate diversity in Illinois cultural heritage.  For examples, the Morrill plots are representative of the agricultural heritage of Illinois pioneers, and the Quad representative of the University's history including the surrounding Georgian-style architecture connected to Anglo culture.  However the landscapes first known to pioneer settlers or to Native Americans are not represented on campus and need to be included as part of the University's family of landscapes.  Inclusiveness in the representation of cultural heritage as expressed in landscapes is an essential part of improving campus cultural diversity, and leads to improvement in the sense of place of campus outdoor spaces.

6. There is continuing research on human preferences for landscapes indicating that a savanna type setting is frequently desired (this is the native habitat to East Central Illinois along with our prairie habitat). Experts in botany and landscape design familiar with the literature must be routinely consulted when developing ultimate landscape plans for the campus.


Our Goals are to:


 1. Protect and enhance our heritage places such as the Main Quad, the Morrill Plots, and the Gateway.

2.  Match new planting plans to the specific soil types, ph and soil drainage patterns and to avoid geometrical planting designs. We must slowly replace all exotic and non-native plantings with native East Central Illinois plants (see attached list) and plant a diversity of species types and plant ages in ecologically sound groupings. For every non-native plant on the campus, there is a native counterpart that matches it landscape qualities (short, slender, bushy, flowering, etc.). 

3. Maintain and where possible restore all soil horizons to approximate those of native soils.

4. Eliminate the use of pesticides and herbicides on campus over the next 10 years where possible. It is likely that healthy ecosystems composed of native vegetation will greatly aid in achieving this goal. The heritage places may continue to require integrated pest management techniques, irrigation and mowing.

5. Provide many examples across campus landscape of the variety of such ecosystems that are native to East Central Illinois. These settings will serve as constant educational example of sustainable landscape design.

Actions


To achieve the above goals the following steps should be taken:

1, The campus must create a central authority to work with the following groups to ensure that all digging, trenching, and all treatment of vegetation fits with our overall master plan and management plan.  This authority should have a separate budget consistent with these activities and should have responsibility for approving site development budgets and site contracts for new buildings and renovations. The following separate entities currently make essentially unilateral decisions on campus landscaping:


Housing
Assembly Hall
DIA
ACES
Facilities and Services, and
All private construction and contractors.  

All landscape decision-making should be delegated to the newly formed central Sustainable Campus Landscape Authority.
This authority should be responsible for engaging the campus and identifying the location of special spaces for the purpose of education and research. We need to get the architects and the landscape architects working in unison.
This authority is to establish a variety of presettlement vegetation types on campus, from wetlands to prairies to savannas to closed forests and to apply the latest and best-understood ecological principles to our landscape. This authority is to produce a detailed soils map of the campus for guidance on horizon restoration, plant selection and ecosystem establishment. This authority is to provide a time line for the transition from the current landscape to the sustainable one, including an ecologically sound and detailed landscape maintenance plan.

Concern for the landscape on this campus has historically taken an inferior place to the building construction process. To establish a sustainable campus landscape we must place the two on equal footings. Generally, this means investing the Sustainable Campus Landscape Authority with commensurate authority equal in priority to architectural planning and building construction.


2. We should immediately identify a small set of special spaces where the Landscape Authority will begin the change of the landscape character.  For instance they might focus on the Illini Grove; the detention pond on Dorner Drive; the open space south of Huff Hall; north of the Stock Pavilion, east of Buell, up to the Undergrad Library, and the Boneyard Creek. Classes in Landscape Architecture could be employed to generate a variety of designs for choice by the Sustainable Landscape Authority. These places would become the first examples of ecologically sound landscape design.

On the larger, ecosystem scale, we want places that show ecological process in the landscape, the structure of habitats in the prairie ecosystem. For example, prairie settings here were originally west of wetlands, which were west of woods.  Thus such ecological landscapes should position (from west to east) prairie, wetlands, savanna and woods. The East-West or "Military" Axis of the campus would be an ideal location for such an ecosystem.

3. Also immediately, we should identify and develop a variety of spaces that draw people to them-places to sit and relax; places with water, shade, off to the side, away from traffic. Spaces that all will agree are delightful, that provide a sense of place, to which people will want to return, in all seasons. These spaces should encourage sitting and reflection. Some of these places could convey the cultural history of the campus.

4. The current campus landscape style requires the extensive use of post and chain edging as the least expensive method to protect the current lawns. Throughout the campus, this edging should gradually be eliminated in favor of more inviting paths with landscape plantings that discourage regular off-path travel.

5. The landscape should be identified with discrete plaques that identify the species and the ecosystems with a description of the system functions. The vegetation is to be selected from species native to East Central Illinois and grouped into compatible collections. The vegetation and in particular the root systems of the vegetation are to be protected from construction/excavation and travel activity.

6. The next phase of work for the Sustainable Campus Landscape Committee is to contribute to the detailed formulation of a new Sustainable Campus Master Landscape Plan, including the specification of expanded permanent green open spaces, the identification and creation of specific areas for preservation and change in keeping with current and previous reports of this committee.

7.  A key need to complete the sustainable campus landscape plan is coordination with the University Foundation. Currently there is no one for the Foundation to contact on behalf of the landscape. Such a person is needed, likely at the University level as the local fiefdoms on campus overcome any plans by F and S. Further more, part of the sustainable campus landscape is educational and that is not within the F and S purview.

