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Education / Outreach

Awards
The Office of Sustainability collaborated with Public Affairs to develop and create a Climate Leadership Video.  The video included Chancellor Phyllis Wise, Professor Madhu Viswanathan, F&S Waste Management Coordinator Tracy Osby, and Student Sustainability Committee member Emily Cross.  This video highlights some of the key campus achievements related to sustainability.
Education – U of I Courses
F&S worked with the College of Business’ Director of Information Management to provide detailed solar data from the Business Instructional Facility to a graduate student in ECE.
A team of MBA students in Madhu Viswanathan’s course worked with the Campus Bike Project to make recommendations about how the Campus Bike Project could become financially self-supporting.
Scholarship of Sustainability 10-part series began. 

The Engineering 315, Learning in the Community UI Bikes (UIB) section submitted their project proposal for what the class will be working on this semester.  The UIB class has divided into three groups which will tackle three different bicycle-related projects this semester: 1.) the continuation of the bike sharing market analysis started last semester, including a campus-wide survey and several targeted focus groups; 2) the development of an online, interactive campus bicycle parking map using Google Maps; and 3) testing out various marketing tactics to encourage bike riders to park their bikes legally at designated bike parking, rather than on trees, signs, ramps, or fences.
Events / Presentations

Reporting 

Inreach – Stakeholder Involvement
Inreach – Engagement
Recurring meetings continued with representatives from the Sustainability Coalition.  We discussed the Coalition’s recommendations for the structure of the Office of Sustainability and the current status of the Food Waste Composting project.
The SSC Weatherization student leader met with the Building Maintenance team at F&S to review the student team reports for the small houses they assessed last fall.  Building Maintenance will develop cost estimates for the identified needs, so the students can prioritize the available funding ($50,000 from F&S).

Staff assisted the Students for Environmental ConcernS (SECS) to plan and prepare for Earth Week this April 16-20.  Events range from showing a movie on the Quad to Cycling Savvy bike education to a sustainability Expo in the Illini Union.
Outreach – Partnerships / Engagement
On February 16, CCNet hosted Angela Adams, the Recycling Coordinator at the City of Champaign, to explain the proposed bag ban in the city; Pattsi Petrie, Champaign County Board Member, to discuss local foods; Mike Monson, Urbana Chief of Staff, to explain the Electrical Aggregation proposal; and Marya Ryan, from the Urbana Sustainability Advisory Commission to review the City of Urbana’s Climate Action Plan.
Staff facilitated meetings with students and staff about potential letters of support for the City of Champaign Single Use Disposable Paper and Plastic Bags study item.
In an effort to standardize emissions calculations throughout the community and county, staff met with transportation planners from the Regional Planning Commission to share information about calculating transportation emissions.
Outreach – Publications / Documents / Websites
Staff continued working with the Office for Mathematics, Science, and Technology Education (MSTE) on the sustainability portal.  The portal will host a database of the iCAP/sustainability projects for campus, with searchable details about the projects, people, funding, and metrics.
Staff met with Inside Illinois to develop an article about campus sustainability.  The article is online at http://news.illinois.edu/ii/12/0301/sustainability.html. 
The Alumni Magazine included a story about being a Bronze Level Bicycle Friendly University.

Energy Supply
Solar
The proposed Solar Farm was taken through the formal Site Selection process for campus, and approved by the Chancellor’s Capital Review Committee (CCRC).  Then the Request for Proposal (RFP) was published and over 30 vendors downloaded the RFP.  A Fact Sheet and Q&A were sent with introductory letters to the community leaders and Solar Farm site neighbors on First Street.
Krannert Center for Performing Arts worked with F&S Planning to initiate a solar energy project for their building.  Funding will be requested from the Student Sustainability Committee this spring, and a DCEO grant will be requested after the initial conceptualization phase is complete.

Bio-mass, bio-gas, bio-fuel
The Illinois Biodiesel Initiative met with staff to discuss their plans for the near future.  They will be working with Housing Dining Services to create and sell soap from the byproduct of their biodiesel production.  
Abbott Power Plant was granted an IEPA permit to co-fire biomass with coal until June 30, 2013.  F&S intends to do some test burns this spring with wood chips.  Wood chips have a good track record in stoker boilers, and we are fairly confident we can demonstrate a successful trial.  In addition, wood chips appear to be one of the most cost effective sources of biomass available at this time.
Geothermal

Production and Distribution
F&S Energy Services kicked off their Energy Utility Production and Distribution Master Plan development project.  This will identify key projects to reach the iCAP goals, including getting off coal by 2017 and increasing the use of renewable energy sources.  Over 40 people were in attendance for the kick-off introductory meeting, including OS staff.
Energy Demand

Projects
Staff further developed the Energy Management and Control Center (EMC^2) proposal for Chancellor Wise to share with potential donors/partners.  This process included preliminary documentation of the existing energy distribution and tracking computer programs.
F&S staff started discussions about a steam reduction project at the Main Library, which includes repairing steam traps, replacing Pressure Reducing Valves (PRV), and repairing or replacing other valves.
F&S is moving towards virtualization for their IT servers.  That will let F&S move to a single server, which will reduce the cooling load and energy demand.  This project can be replicated in other departments for additional energy savings.
Behavior Change

Energy Dashboard website, http://illinienergy.illinois.edu/, now has multiple buildings included on the site with real-time energy consumption data displayed, as available.  The project is moving into the meter upgrade phase, with priorities being identified through a joint effort with SSC, ECI, and F&S.
Transportation

Transportation Education
Bicycle facilities and programs

Bike to Work Day (BTWD) planning is underway. Staff raised $1,250 in February from sponsors, which goes to Champaign County Bikes for the event.  Three on-campus Bike Station locations were organized, in addition to several off-campus Bike Stations.  University Housing graciously agreed to provide food and drinks for the on-campus Bike Stations, as they did last year.
The Bike Sharing key staff members met with project champion, Mike Lyon from AITS, to provide a status update on the bike sharing feasibility study.  The bike sharing intern developed a presentation about departmental bike sharing, which will be taken to Legal Counsel and Purchasing contacts for final approval.  Then Colleges will be contacted before departments are approached to encourage departmental bike sharing implementation.  
F&S Planning staff interviewed firms to engineer road improvements, including Fourth Street bike lanes from Armory Avenue to Kirby Avenue, and Sixth Street bike lanes from Armory Avenue to Gregory Drive.
The bike parking intern completed and submitted a proposal to the SSC to replace existing “donut-hole” racks with campus standard racks.  He also met with staff at Christopher Hall and the Illini Union about upgrading their bike parking areas.  Additionally, staff worked with a representative from Champaign County Bikes to arrange a pilot test of an alternative bike parking rack, the Varsity Rack.

The Campus Area Transportation Study (CATS) agencies met in February and agreed that the Campus Bike Plan document should be for University-owned pathways, and it should be in agreement with the City of Urbana Bike Plan, the Champaign Transportation Plan, and the County Greenways and Trails Plan.
The Campus Bike Project submitted a proposal to the SSC for expanded open hours with student assistants.
Plans are underway for a bike race on May 5 in the Research Park.  About 300-400 race participants are anticipated.  There will be a community ride that morning, as well as a race in the City of Urbana on May 6.
Alternative Fuels

Two electric vehicle charging stations were installed for Fleet vehicles at the Garage and Car Pool facility.  This was done in conjunction with the purchase of two Chevy Volts for the campus fleet.  At this time, the charging stations are not accessible to the public.
Active Transportation

Staff worked with CATS agencies about the MTD Very Small Starts project which could potentially lead to funding for complete streets in the University District on White Street, Wright Street, Green Street, and Armory Avenue.

Public Transit

Continued contract renewal work for the University and MTD three-year contract form FY13-FY15.  The students approved recommended transportation fees which will be forwarded to the Board of Trustees this spring.  
Staff held weekly conference calls with Zipcar about promoting car-sharing on campus, and provided input to the University of Iowa and Eastern Illinois University regarding their car sharing plans.

Land Use & Space Management

Native Plantings

Staff met with representatives from the Red Bison registered student organization about the prairie at the corner of Florida Avenue and Orchard Street.  Red Bison has taken on responsibility for that prairie, and is looking into naming options, signage, and enhanced plantings.
Space Utilization

F&S Planning is working on formalization of the “no-new space” policy as recommended in the iCAP.  
Agriculture

Water


Water Conservation

Stormwater

Procurement & Waste Management

Food Waste Composting

Staff answered questions from DCEO about the FSCRAP grant, in cooperation with University Grants and Contracts.  Additionally, staff provided detailed responses to inquiries from students about the status of the project.
Purchasing Policies


Smart Purchasing
Smith Hall project will use cork flooring, a more sustainable material than vinyl.
Surplus / Property Accounting

Local Foods

Waste Reduction
Battery Recycling program containers were ordered in late February. The official launch of this program will be mid-spring.

Funding


Revolving Loan Fund

Grants


Foundation / Donors


Student Sustainability Committee

The SSC developed a new process for facilitating detailed discussions by the committee.  They formed groups to cover standing topics, ad hoc topics, and project topics.  The groups are: Executive, Finance, Bylaws, Marketing, Funding Guidelines, Strategic Plan, Ethics/Code of conduct, F&S/SSC Process, Energy, Food/Waste, Water, Land, Education, and Transportation.  OS staff are represented on eight of these subgroups.

Institutional Funding
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